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Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to discuss how international students’ movements
affect higher education policies with an aim of forming education hubs.
International students’ movements have become more active, massive and
diversified in the process of globalization and internationalization of higher
education. People in general have come to be more concerned about studying
abroad through the cross-border programs, while governments are also eagerly
attracting international students for human resource development.

There are several types of students' movements as follows; 1) bilateral
movement, 2) multilateral movement through international networking, and 3)
transit movement in which students can move from one place to another. As a
result, education centers have appeared or are being designed to become hubs for
international students. Those hubs are classified into three types; “student hub”,
“skilled workers hub”, and “knowledge /innovation hub” (Knight, 2011), which
can become an important strategic factor of higher education policy in many
countries. For example, Sri Lanka has just started a reform of higher education
with an aim to become “the most-cost effective and quality education hub in
Asia". Malaysia has already started functioning as a “student hub”, thus attracting
various international students from Asia, Middle East and African countries. It can
be said that Malaysia is a transit point as the preliminary destination for students
who will eventually go on to English speaking countries like USA, UK, Canada,
Australia and so on to get higher degrees.

However, the formation of hub by international students’ movement has also
caused some issues as follows; frictions between local people and newcomers,
drastic cultural changes and social security problems, one of which is the
typical issue of people flowing illegaly into countries. These conflicts can
stimulate people’s nationalism, thus bringing about controversial political debates.
International students' movements can provide higher education policies with new
perspectives, while it is also true that it causes political and social problems.
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